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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
Errors and/or typos were found (e.g. page 7, line 30 "specific", should be 
-specify--, page 10, line 23 "know", should be -known-, etc.) 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 6-11, 16, 19, 24-28, 31-32 and 37-41 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Chevion et al. (USPN 5,455,875), 
hereinafter referenced Chevion. 

Regarding claims 1,19 and 32, Chevion discloses a hybrid/human 
computation method, storage medium and apparatus, comprising: 

a computer system receiving a first and a second subtask of a task 
(display images that are problematic, for operator to correct; column 1 , lines 36- 
46 with column 5, lines 9-1 1 ); 
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the computer system dispatching the first subtask to a first human for 
performance by said first human (display images that are problematic, for 
operator to correct; column 1, lines 36-46); 

the computer system receiving a first result from said first human for said 
first subtask operator checks and correct; column 1, lines 36-46 with column 5 f 
lines 30-35); and 

the computer system generating a result for said task based at least in 
part on said first result (column 4, lines 49-52). 

Regarding claims 6, 24 and 37, Chevion discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said human is one of college educated, at most 
high school educated, at most elementary school educated, and not formally 
educated (format is easy for an operator to grasp; column 5, lines 30-40). 

Regarding claims 7, 25 and 38, Chevion discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said subtask is one of text, speech, sound and 
images related operations (character image; column 4, lines 50-53). 

Regarding claims 8, 26 and 39, Chevion discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said result is one of text (character image; 
column 4, lines 50-53), numbers, tuples and sound. 

Regarding claims 9, 27 and 40, Chevion discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said task is one of text classification, image 
comparison (optical character recognition (OCR; column 1, lines 25-30 with 
column 4, lines 50-53), image processing, speech comparison, speech 
recognition, conversion of speech into text and comparison of music samples. 
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Regarding claims 10, 28, 31 and 41, Chevion discloses the method, 
storage medium and apparatus, wherein said task is associated with one or more 
attributes, wherein the attributes include an accuracy attribute (accuracy; column 
8, lines 8-13), a security attribute, a timeout attribute, a maximum time spent 
attribute, a maximum cost per task attribute and a maximum total cost attribute. 

Regarding claim 11, Chevion discloses the method wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes and said attributes include accuracy 
attribute (accuracy; column 8, lines 8-13). 

Regarding claim 16, Chevion discloses the method wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a "maximum 
time" attribute specifying a maximum amount of time to be spent by an assigned 
humans to perform said first subtask (10,000 key-stokes per hour/ 20 hours of 
operator time yielding 40 hours; column 8, lines 18-26). 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1-8, 10-11, 13, 15, 17-18, 19-26, 28, 30-39, 41, 43 and 45 are 

alternately rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Meier et al. 
(U.S. Publication No. 2002/0083079), hereinafter referenced as Meier. 

Regarding claims 1,19 and 32, Meier discloses a hybrid/human 
computation method, storage medium and apparatus, comprising: 

a computer system receiving a first and a second subtask of a task (text 
verification and correction; column 7, paragraph 0082); 

the computer system dispatching the first subtask to a first human for 
performance by said first human (information presented to the operator; column 
7, paragraph 0082); 

the computer system receiving a first result from said first human for said 
first subtask (operator corrects; column 7, paragraph 0082; and 

the computer system generating a result for said task based at least in 
part on said first result (merged to create a single image file; column 7, 
paragraph 0082). 

Regarding claims 2-5, 20-23 and 33-36, Meier discloses the method, 
storage medium and apparatus, wherein the method comprises said computer 
system decomposing a first, second and third subtask (every word contained in 
the text extract of each document is processed in order to make a text inventory; 
columns 7 and 8, paragraph 0088) and the performances is done by first, second 
and third human (group of users; column 8, paragraph 0093). 



Application/Control Number: 09/976,717 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2655 

Regarding claims 6, 24 and 37, Meier discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said human is one of college educated, at most 
high school educated, at most elementary school educated, and not formally 
educated (allows operators and end-users to easily find; columns 6-7, paragraph 
0077). 

Regarding claims 7, 25 and 38, Meier discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said subtask is one of text, speech, sound and 
images related operations (photocopy images; column 6, paragraph 0063 with 
OCR; column 6, paragraph 0077). 

Regarding claims 8, 26 and 39, Meier discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said result is one of text (text; column 7, 
paragraph 0082), numbers, tuples and sound. 

Regarding claims 10, 28, 31 and 41, Meier discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said task is associated with one or more 
attributes, wherein the attributes include an accuracy attribute (accuracy; column 
7, paragraph 0079), a security attribute, a timeout attribute, a maximum time 
spent attribute, a maximum cost per task attribute and a maximum total cost 
attribute. 

Regarding claim 11, Meier discloses the method wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes and said attributes include accuracy 
attribute (accuracy; column 7, paragraph 0079). 
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Regarding claims 13 and 43, Meier discloses the method and apparatus 
comprising tracking the accuracy of the humans (files saved in a database; 
columns 7 and 8, paragraph 0088). 

Regarding claims 15, 30 and 45, Meier discloses the method, storage 
medium and apparatus, wherein said task is associated with one or more 
attributes including a security attribute, and said security attribute comprises a 
selection of one of a "strict" security level (full and unlimited access), a "lax" 
security level (low-level) and "no" security level (levels of security; column 8, 
paragraphs 0097-0093). 

Regarding claim 17, Meier discloses the method wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
cost per task attribute (1 .8 million/$1 .50 per page; column 5, paragraph 0044)i 

Regarding claim 18, Meier discloses the method wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
total task per cost (1 .8 million/$1 .50 per page; column 5, paragraph 0044). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 12-14, 29 and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chevion in view of Lyons (USPN 6,181,343), hereinafter 
referenced as Lyons. 

Regarding claims 12, 29 and 42, Chevion discloses a hybrid/human 
computation method, storage medium and apparatus, but lacks selecting a 
majority govern decision. 

Lyons discloses a computer/user interface based upon computer vision 
interaction by systems users (column 6, lines 29-31), for video/image processing 
wherein it discloses the method (column 6, lines 12-23), storage medium and 
apparatus, comprising dispatching said first subtask to N1-1 additional humans to 
perform said subtask, and said accuracy comprises a selection of one of majority 
governs, and at least N2 agreed answers, wherein N2 and N1 are integers, with 
N2 greater than N1 (column 10, lines 32-35), to obtain the most accurate 
information . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Chevion's method, storage medium 
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and apparatus wherein it selects a majority decision, so that the system goes in 
the direction indicated by the majority of the users (column 10, lines 32-35). 

Regarding claims 13 and 43, Chevion discloses the method and 
apparatus comprising tracking the accuracy of the humans (records; column 7, 
lines 6-11). 

Regarding claims 14 and 44, Chevion discloses the method and 
apparatus, wherein said generation of the result further takes into consideration 
the accuracy of the humans (column 8, lines 8-13). 

8. Claims 15, 17-18, 30 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Chevion in view of Meier. 

Regarding claims 15, 30 and 45, Chevion discloses a hybrid/human 
computation method, storage medium and apparatus, but lacks wherein said task 
is associated with a security attribute. 

Meier a system and method for managing documents wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes including a security attribute, and said 
security attribute comprises a selection of one of a "strict" security level (full and 
unlimited access), a "lax" security level (low-level) and "no" security level (levels 
of security; column 8, paragraphs 0097-0093), to separate the different criteria's 
established by the client. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Chevion's method, storage medium 
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and apparatus wherein said task is associated with a security attribute, to allow 
users with certain matching and pre-authorized certificates to have access to the 
database; column 8, paragraphs 0091-0093. 

Regarding claim 17, Chevion discloses a hybrid/human computation 
method, storage medium and apparatus, but lacks wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
cost per task attribute. 

Meier a system and method for managing documents wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
cost per task attribute (1 .8 million/$1 .50 per page; column 5, paragraph 0044), to 
obtain a charging rate. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Chevion's method wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
cost per task attribute, to offer a less expensive method of managing documents 
(column 5, paragraph 0044). 

Regarding claim 18, Chevion discloses a hybrid/human computation 
method, storage medium and apparatus, but lacks wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
total task per cost. 

Meier a system and method for managing documents wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
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total task per cost (1 .8 million/$1 .50 per page; column 5, paragraph 0044), to 
obtain a charging rate. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Chevion's method wherein said task is 
associated with one or more attributes, and said attributes include a maximum 
total task per cost, to offer a less expensive method of managing documents 
(column 5, paragraph 0044). 



Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jakieda R Jackson whose telephone number 
is 703.305.5593. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Doris To can be reached on 703. 305.4827. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



JRJ 

March 4, 2005 





